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FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 19, 2023 
 

German Teachers to Receive Awards 
 
The American Association of Teachers of German (AATG) recognizes German teachers and programs for 
their outstanding contributions to the teaching and learning of German in the US. The 2023 award 
recipients will be recognized at a virtual presentation to be held on November 12. 
 
AATG’s highest honors, the Outstanding German Educator Award has been awarded to Bridget Levine-
West, Assistant Professor of German at the University of Vermont, in the University/Collegiate category 
and receiving the honor for the High School (9-12 grade) category is Heidi Lechner, a teacher of German 
at Libertyville High School in Libertyville, IL. The Outstanding German Educator Award are presented in 
recognition of demonstrated excellence in German education and creative leadership in German 
language education in local, state, and national arenas. 
 
One German program will be recognized as a German Center of Excellence. This designation is 
presented to well-established and growing German programs with demonstrated excellence in 




