


Our goal is to increase the number and percentage of traditionally underserved students identified for participation in the GATE 
Program, with particular emphasis on African American, Hispanic, and Native American students. 
 

How do you group and 
deliver services to your K-2 
students? 
 
How do you group and 
deliver services to your 3-6 
students? 
 
How do you group and 
deliver services to your 7-8 
students? 
 
How do you group and 
deliver services to your 9-12 
students? 
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students enroll in language arts, social studies, science, mathematics, and often one elective course taught by a teacher who has 
gifted endorsement. Tully, an open-access GATE Magnet school provides full-time gifted instruction services to all students 
regardless of their qualifying status. 
 
2. Elementary school cluster programs 
Fourteen elementary schools provide cluster services to gifted qualifying students at that site. GATE qualifying students are 
clustered with regular education students in a classroom with a teacher who is gifted endorsed or pursuing their gifted 
endorsement. These sites include Blenman, Cavett, CE Rose, Dunham, Drachman, Fruchthendler, Grijalva, Howell, Maldonado, 
Myers/Ganoung, Robins, Sewell, Steele, and Wright.  
 
3. Elementary school pullout GATE programs 
 
All elementary schools, except the self-contained and open-access models listed above, offer pullout services to first-through 
fifth-grade students for 90 minutes once per week. Itinerant teachers with a gifted endorsement provide this instruction which 
focuses on interdisciplinary lessons focused on critical thinking, creative thinking and problem solving.  
 
4. Middle and high school resource GATE classes and advanced placement courses. 
 
All middle and high schools offer core and/or elective GATE resource/content classes. All students in grades 6-8 have the 
opportunity to participate in honors, accelerated, and middle school courses for high school credit. All students in grades 9-12 
have the opportunity to participate in honors accelerated, Dual Credit, and Advanced Placement courses.  Cholla High School 
offers an International Baccalaureate program.  
 

Describe how you integrate 
your program standards 
with the Arizona State 
Standards at each grade 
level. 

� Ŝtudents shall progress through the grade levels by demonstrating growth in learning and by meeting and/or exceeding the 
grade-level standards/Core Curriculum established by the State and District.  
...The standards that stu



�x GATE Web page 
�x GATE Facebook 
�x GATE Blog 
�x �'���d�����^�š���(�(���Á�]�o�o�����š�š���v�����•���Z�}�}�o�•�[���‰���Œ���v�š�����À���v�š�• 
�x Pre-Testing Open Houses 
�x Post-Testing Open Houses 

 
 

Curriculum and Instruction 
Question District description 

How do you differentiate 
instruction (pace and 
pedagogy) to K-2 students? 
Please list several sample 
activities to illustrate your 
description. 
 
How do you differentiate 
instruction (pace and 
pedagogy) to 3-6 students? 
Please list several sample 
activities to illustrate your 
description. 
 
How do you differentiate 
instruction (pace and 
pedagogy) to 7-8 students? 
Please list several sample 
activities to illustrate your 
description. 
 
How do you differentiate 
instruction (pace and 
pedagogy) to 9-12 
students? Please list several 
sample activities to 
illustrate your description 

The GATE Curriculum Scope and Sequence builds upon the Diversity, Instruction, Environment, and Curriculum in the following 
ways: 

�x Planning and developing curriculum that includes diversity appreciation 
�x Promoting critical thinking and problem solving 
�x Providing a framework for integrated instruction and life skill development 
�x Emphasizing teaching strategies that accommodate a variety of learning styles 
�x Having high expectations for all students 
�x Encouraging and supporting risk-taking 
�x Providing intellectual challenge and rigor in content area instruction 

 
PRINCIPLES OF A DIFFERENTIATED CURRICULUM FOR THE GIFTED/TALENTED 

�x Present content that is related to broad-based issues, themes, or problems. 
�x Integrate multiple disciplines into the area of study. 
�x Present comprehensive, related, and mutually reinforcing experiences with an area of study. 
�x Allow for the in-depth learning of a self-selected topic within the area of study. 
�x Develop independent or self-directed study skills. 
�x Develop productive, complex, abstract, and/or higher-level thinking skills. 
�x Focus on open-ended tasks. 
�x Develop research skills and methods. 
�x Integrate basic skills and high-level thinking skills into the curriculum. 
�x Encourage the development of products that challenge existing ideas ���v�����‰�Œ�}���µ�������^�v���Á�_���]�������•�X 
�x Encourage the development of products that use new techniques, materials, and forms. 
�x Encourage the development of self-�µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P�U���]�X���X�U���Œ�����}�P�v�]�Ì�]�v�P�����v�����µ�•�]�v�P���}�v���[�•�������]�o�]�š�]���•�U���������}�u�]�v�P���•���o�(-directed, 

appreciating likenesses and differences between oneself and others. 
�x Evaluate student outcomes by using appropriate and specific criteria through self-appraisal, criterion referenced and/or 

standardized instruments. 



 CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS FOR GIFTED STUDENTS 
 
1. CONTENT MODIFICATIONS 
GATE services are differentiated as needed through pre-assessment and lesson or subject area acceleration based on individual 
data to demonstrate need. In addition to this, GATE focuses on the acquisition of complex, abstract ideas that are applicable to a 
wide variety of disciplines and situations. 
 
2. PROCESS MODIFICATIONS 
As new materials are presented and as students engage in learning activities the focus is on: 
 

�x Higher Level of Thinking - emphasis on the use of knowledge rather than its mere acquisition. 
�x Open-Endedness - questions and learning activities that have no predetermined right answers and which encourage 

further thinking and investigation. 
�x Discovery - learning situations in which students use inductive reasoning to discover patterns, ideas, and underlying 

principles. 
�x Evidence of Reasoning - students are encouraged to not only express their conclusions but to explain their reasoning. 

They are encouraged to learn different reasoning processes by observing, listening, and interacting with other students. 
 
3. PRODUCT MODIFICATIONS 
Students will produce original products that go beyond paraphrasing or copying of existing materials.  These products will 
address issues of real concern to the student, will meet criteria determined by the teacher and students and will, to as great an 
extent as possible, be shared with audiences other than the GATE teacher and students. 
 



�x Products that refine or challenge existing ideas, incorporate concepts, and use techniques, materials, forms, and 
knowledge in innovative ways. 

�x Acceptance and valuing of human differences; respect for the needs, cultures, and rights of others; and recognition of 
the contributions of others. 

 
THE TEACHER WILL: 

�x Identify the particular abilities and needs of gifted students, using formal and informal identification methods. 
�x Present content that is organized within broad-based issues, themes, or problems, using interdisciplinary and multi-

cultural contexts. 
�x Integrate the curriculum content with learning experiences designed to develop higher level and critical thinking 

processes. 
�x Encourage positive self-esteem by providing a learning environment that promotes cooperative learning, positive 

communication, and realistic goals. 
�x Encourage students to develop healthy relations with adults and peers; to accept human differences; to have respect for 

the cultures, rights, and needs of others; and to recognize the contributions of other individuals and other cultures. 
�x Use a variety of instructional strategies that address all student learning styles. 
�x Create opportunities for, and assist students in, open-ended learning experiences within and outside the classroom. 
�x Demonstrate sensitivity to and awareness of the cultural values and economic levels of students. 
�x Assess and evaluate student progress. 
�x Assess and evaluate teaching effectiveness. 

 
What curricular materials 
do you use for grades K-2? 
Be specific. 
 
What curricular materials 
do you use for grades 3-6? 
Be specific. 
 
What curricular materials 
do you use for grades 7-8? 
Be specific. 
 
What curricular materials 
do you use for grades 9-12? 
Be specific. 

The following curriculum and resources are select samples in order to provide a general overview for GATE program 
differentiation. Problem Solving and Project Based Learning in all grade levels allow students to demonstrate the learning of 
standards in more depth and complexity. Providing choice in these assignments allows students to bring culturally responsive 
teaching and learning which allows for more authentic learning for all students in all grades. 



3-6 Curriculum Materials 
 
Primary Education Thinking Skills (PETS) (3rd grade) 
Thinkables 
Think Law 
Literacy Kits in ELA, Science, Social Studies, Math, Art 
PBL Project 
AVID resources 
 
6�t8 Curriculum Materials 
Think Law 
PBL Project 
Self

-
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If a parent/guardian wishes to appeal their child(s) non-qualifying score, they can appeal the results by completing an appeal 
form. The GATE Appeal Committee will review the case. Evidence is examined and a determination is made regarding placement 
or further testing. If parents do not agree with the decision from the committee, the parent may request review of the decision 
to the Advanced Learning Experiences (ALE) Director.  
 
The GATE Department will collaborate with schools and departments, such as Mexican, African, and Native American 
Departments to help inform parents of identified GATE-eligible students, particularly those in underserved populations�v about 
�d�h�^���[�•�����}�u�‰�Œ���Z���v�•�]�À�����<�t12 gifted services, encouraging them to take advantage of that opportunity their children. (TUSD, 
proposed Post-Unitary Status Plan, June 2009).  
 

 

Social and Emotional Development 

Question District description 
How do you provide for the 
unique affective needs of 
your gifted students K-6? 
 
How do you provide for the 
unique affective needs of 
your gifted students 7-8? 
 
How do you provide for the 
unique affective needs of 
your gifted students 9-12? 

�x GATE teachers, K-12, counselors and site leaders receive ongoing training in the affective characteristics, needs and support 
strategies for gifted students including underachievement, twice exceptional, perfectionism, asynchronous development, 
overexcitabilities and other minor emotional/social characteristics and needs of gifted learners.  

�x K-12 teachers receive training in Habits o







How do you provide access 
to your scope and sequence 
for all parents? 

Once approved by the governing board, this Scope and Sequence will be available on the TUSD GATE website for all parents and 
families to access. Printed copies available by request. 

Describe how you  
incorporate parents into a 
support or advisory group.  

Parents are notified of meetings by way of e-mail, social platforms, phone calls, and flyers distributed to students. Parents can 
request information and parent education topics to be included in staff and/or guest speaker presentations.  

 
How do you involve parents 
and the gifted community in 
the evaluation of your 
program? 

�x Parent questionnaires of exiting students and parents who decline self-contained placement are mailed/emailed surveys 
(phone call). All can be returned anonymously and postage free. Parent surveys can be online and replied to by way of 
parent accounts.  

�x All self-contained school sites have gifted open houses that showcase student work and achievements. 

�x �W���Œ���v�š�•�����Œ�����]�v�(�}�Œ�u�������}�(���}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�]���•���š�}�����š�š���v�����‰�Œ���•���v�š���š�]�}�v�•���š�}���š�Z���]�Œ���P�]�(�š�������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�������µ�����š�]�}�v���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���(�o�]���Œ�•�U���š�Z����
newsletters, social platforms, and email messages. 

�x Parents are invited to be a part of the district Family and Community Engagements. 

 

Program Assessment  
Question District description 

What data sources do you 
use to assess your programs 
effectiveness? 

The GATE department team, including the ALE Director, GATE coordinators, GATE curriculum service provider and GATE 
teacher(s), provide ongoing program assessment to include programmatic effectiveness, recruitment, retention, endorsement 
fulfillment, and alignment with NAGC national gifted standards and ADE gifted guidelines. The following assessments are 
utilized:  
 

�x Parent, student, and principal questionnaires and surveys 
�x Teacher and staff reflection tools  
�x Teacher and staff professional development goals 
�x Parent questionnaires of exiting students  
�x ALE PLC focus group discussions 

 
Describe how you use test 
data, both norm referenced, 
and criterion referenced in 
your evaluation process. 

To monitor program effectiveness ���v�������(�(�}�Œ�š�•���š�}���]�v���Œ�����•���������Z�]���À���u���v�š���}�(���µ�v�����Œ�•���Œ�À�������‰�}�‰�µ�o���š�]�}�v�•�U���^�d�Z�����'���d�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���Á�]�o�o��
�•�µ���u�]�š�Y���š�}���š�Z�����]�v�š���Œ�v���o�����}�u�‰�o�]���v�������}�(�(�]�����Œ�����]�•���P�P�Œ���P���š���������Ç���Œ�������l���š�Z�v�]city and by school Grades of GATE students�_.  (TUSD, 
proposed Post-Unitary Status Plan, June 2009). In addition to grades, AZ Merit and DIBELS results are consulted to determine 
district wide, school site, classroom, and individual student needs. 
 

�x Teacher preassessment and post assessment data to provide evidence of GATE student growth 
�x GATE pullout preassessment and post assessment data for quarterly units 
�x CFAs for pullout units to evaluate student academic growth 



�x Pullout semester progress reports inform parents of progress in thinking skills 
�x Test data (district and state assessments) monitor the progress of gifted learners. Students are expected to show a 

�Ç�����Œ�[�•���P�Œ�}�Á�š�Z�������•�������}�v���]�v���]�À�]���µ���o���o�����Œ�v�]�v�P�������]�o�]�š�]���•�X�� 
  

How do you use informal 
measures like surveys, open 
forums and teacher 
interviews to gather data? 
 

Surveys, interviews, and meetings are used to affirm, improve, and expand GATE services. All data are reviewed and used to 
improve programs.  



participating public schools - so no monies will be required from LEAs to order and access testing materials for this 

opportunity. 

Starting this year (SY2021-2022), students that score at or above the 97th percentile, based on national norms (age 

or grade norms), on a test adopted by the State Board of Education (which includes the CogAT® test for this 

program) will generate a new Group B add-on per-pupil funding weight �t 



To what extent does the district 
support the funding of your 
gifted program? Please 
elaborate: be specific as to staff 


